
Table B-34.  Graduate students in science, engineering, and health fields in medical schools,

by detailed field: 1991-1998

Field 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998

...................................Total, all surveyed fields 24,993 26,857 28,969 30,700 31,287 30,726 30,097 31,018

..............Total, science and engineering fields 14,484 15,265 16,095 17,005 17,282 17,163 16,851 17,580

...............................................Sciences, total 14,230 14,978 15,794 16,718 16,980 16,830 16,467 17,211

...............................Physical sciences, total 0 0 0 0 0 0 15 11
.................................................Astronomy 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

..................................................Chemistry 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
......................................................Physics 0 0 0 0 0 0 6 5

...........................Physical sciences, n.e.c. 0 0 0 0 0 0 9 6

................Earth, atmos., & ocean sci., total 31 34 35 49 84 79 73 53
...............................Atmospheric sciences 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

.............................................Geosciences 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
...........................................Oceanography 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

............Earth, atmos., & ocean sci., n.e.c. 31 34 35 49 84 79 73 53

................................Mathematical sciences 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

.....................................Computer sciences 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 21

...................................Agricultural sciences 12 12 12 14 15 20 19 28

.............................Biological sciences, total 13,461 14,141 14,959 15,781 16,010 15,889 15,431 16,075
....................................................Anatomy 775 796 791 815 790 822 821 769

..............................................Biochemistry 2,506 2,617 2,698 2,775 2,785 2,747 2,581 2,565
......................................................Biology 94 97 79 91 96 94 120 179

..............................Biometry/epidemiology 793 882 982 1,033 1,046 1,054 877 1,324
.................................................Biophysics 375 411 439 459 451 471 436 429

.......................................................Botany 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
................................................Cell biology 1,157 1,263 1,341 1,418 1,448 1,478 1,525 1,545

.....................................................Ecology 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
...........................Entomology/parasitology 5 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

....................................................Genetics 483 556 599 614 632 641 660 683
............Microbio., immunology, & virology 2,560 2,582 2,659 2,716 2,755 2,681 2,664 2,659

.....................................................Nutrition 227 237 246 255 259 245 170 201
..................................................Pathology 761 797 881 976 1,000 986 988 955

...........................................Pharmacology 1,501 1,553 1,625 1,781 1,675 1,701 1,639 1,761
.................................................Physiology 1,471 1,472 1,512 1,591 1,788 1,697 1,656 1,551

.....................................................Zoology 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
....................................Biosciences, n.e.c. 753 878 1,107 1,257 1,285 1,272 1,294 1,454

..................................................Psychology 549 588 608 627 643 626 648 731

...................................Social sciences, total 176 203 180 247 228 216 281 292
..............................Agricultural economics 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

................Anthropology (cultural & social) 43 44 44 43 37 38 38 43
................Economics (except agricultural) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

................................................Geography 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
.................................................Linguistics 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

.........................................Political science 0 0 0 63 56 53 47 46
...................................................Sociology 31 33 30 32 23 21 7 7

.............................Sociology/anthropology 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
...............................Social sciences, other 102 126 106 109 112 104 189 196

..........................................Engineering, total 254 287 301 287 302 333 384 369
...............................Aerospace engineering 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
..............................Agricultural engineering 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
...............................Biomedical engineering 254 287 301 287 302 328 377 360

.................................Chemical engineering 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
..........................................Civil engineering 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

..................................Electrical engineering 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
....................................Engineering science 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

..............Industrial eng./manufacturing eng. 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
..............................Mechanical engineering 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

........................Metallurgical/materials eng. 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
....................................Nuclear engineering 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

.......................................Engineering, other 0 0 0 0 0 5 7 9

...........................................Total, health fields 10,509 11,592 12,874 13,695 14,005 13,563 13,246 13,438
.................................................Clinical fields 1,113 1,290 1,387 1,582 1,455 1,532 1,705 1,717

.............................................Dental sciences 362 415 417 420 433 461 443 452
..........................................................Nursing 3,218 3,445 3,639 3,747 3,834 3,624 3,301 2,958

..............................Pharmaceutical sciences 295 301 316 309 306 315 292 294
........Preventive medicine/community health 2,623 2,751 3,221 3,335 3,539 2,920 2,549 3,160

.........................Speech pathology/audiology 376 454 533 549 502 500 492 464
.......................................Veterinary sciences 0 0 0 9 6 7 6 6

.........................................Other health fields 2,522 2,936 3,361 3,744 3,930 4,204 4,458 4,387

KEY: n.e.c. = Not elsewhere classified

SOURCE: National Science Foundation/Division of Science Resources Studies, Survey of Graduate Students and Postdoctorates in Science 
and Engineering


